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FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, MARCH 10
Nineteen Montana high schools will participate Thursday in a nationwide mathe­
matics contest, sponsored jointly by the Mathematical Association of America and 
the Society of Actuaries, according to Dr. T. G. Ostrom, chairman of the Montana 
State University Mathematics Department and contest chairman for Montana. F. E. 
Young, vice president and actuary of Western Life Insurance Co., Helena, is assist­
ing Dr. Ostrom in the Montana program.
High-schoo'l mathematics students taking the test Thursday will be competing 
for several awards to be given in the ninth region, which comprises the Northwestern 
states and parts of Canada. The same awards will be made in nine other geographical
regions.
In each region
/a bronze cup will be presented to the school with the highest team score, a 
certificate of merit to each school ranking in the top ten per cent of participating 
schools, a pin to the highest scoring student in each school, a gold medal to any 
contestant with a perfect score, a silver medal to any three-time winner, and books 
to the 10 highest ranking contestants.
This is the first year that Montana is participating in the competition on an 
organized basis though some Montana schools did enter last year, Dr. Ostrom said.
He noted that Great Falls High School and Flathead County High School won certifi­
cates of merit for placing in the highest 10 per cent in the region last year.
The purposes of the competition are to stimulate interest in mathematics among 
high school students, to discover talented mathematics students, and to encourage 
them to continue the study of mathematics, according to Dr. Ostrom.
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It is hoped that more Montana schools will enter the competition next year and 
that Montana organizations will offer prizes in addition to those given by the 
national sponsors, Dr. Ostrom said. Schools interested in entering the contest next 
year may obtain information about procedures by writing to him at the University, 
he added.
Contest managers for the high schools taking part in the test Thursday are 
Miss Margaret McLay, Glendive; Miss Agnes Field, Kalispell; Miss E. E. Miller, 
Whitefish; Sister Paul Joseph, Butte (Girls’ Central); Mrs. Bessie Stevens, Lodge 
Grass; Mrs. Ina Olson, Miles City; D. L, Johnson, Shelby; W. A. Stannard, Helena; 
James E. Wood, Sidney; A. Klies, Havre; Sister Mary Baptist, Billings (Central); 
Eugene Van Artsdalen, Libby; Edwin W. Holmberg, Big Timber; B. D. Myers, Billings; 
Fred Webber, Wolf Point; Sister Rose Teresa, Helena (Cathedral); W. R. Wallace, 
Billings (West High School); Brother C. A. O ’Donnell, Butte (Boys’ Central), and 
Charles A. Ross, Forsyth.
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